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[Abstract:] Supt. authorized to purchase in sums of $3 & upwards @ $1 per oz. Std. mutilated & 
uncurrent U.S. Silver Coins... 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
January 31, 1882 


Sir: 


You are authorized to purchase and receive for use in the coinage of standard silver 
dollars any mutilated, worn or otherwise uncurrent United States silver coins of standard 
fineness, when delivered in sums of three dollars and upwards, and pay for the same, without 
previous melt or assay, at a rate not exceeding one dollar per ounce of silver of standard fineness 
therein contained. Silver coins thus purchased may be held until the end of each month, and then 
deposited in your name, or that of one of your clerks, and entered in gross on the books of the 
Mint as a silver purchase at the rate authorized. Memorandum records will be kept of the date, 
nominal amount and weight of each purchase, name and address of the person from whom 
received and the date, amount and mode of payment. Detailed statements of the individual 
purchases, unless otherwise ordered, need not be reported to this office, but the total amount of 
coin thus purchased in each month will be entered in the Bullion Accounts and on the Quarterly 
Abstracts and reported monthly, in the same manner as other silver purchases. 


Respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq., 
Supt. Mint of the U.S., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


